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Hawaii has always been a place of geographical wonders. More than 8 million people each year visit the Big 

Island to enjoy its lush rainforests, crystal-clear waters, tranquil plains, and towering mountains. Most 

impressive are the powerful volcanoes that dot the islands. With so many options, where does one begin? 

Start with the Queen of them all: Kilauea. 

Knocking on Pele’s Door 

Kilauea was formed between 300,000 and 600,000 years ago and is a veteran amongst her volcanic siblings. 

Eruptions began in 1790 and have been continuously happening ever since. As one of the most active 

volcanoes on Earth, she has a philanthropic side: Kilauea adds about 42 acres of land each year to the island. 

The Big Island of Hawaii is home to five shield volcanoes: Kilauea, Kohala, Mauna Kea, Mauna Loa, and 

Hualalai. Shield volcanoes have gently sloping walls that are built from low-viscosity basalt lava that flows in all 

directions. The result is a dome shape that resembles a warrior’s shield. Legend has it that Pele, the Hawaiian 

goddess of fire, lives within Kilauea. 

Kilauea’s Latest Agenda 

ava is always on the go! Consequently, Kilauea is undergoing a perpetual makeover. The lava lake at the 

summit has been widening over the past years. It is now visible from several lookouts at the park. Kilauea is 

known for her majestic lava falls. As of earlier this year, a new lava fall is flowing at the Kamokuna ocean entry. 

Boat tours are available to those who would like to observe the phenomenon. “Fire hoses” (volatile lava 

rivers) are in full-swing for those seeking to witness Pele’s wrath. 

Sounds Exciting, How Do I Get There? 

The first step is getting to the Hawaiian Islands. Your best bet is to fly into Hilo International Airport (ITO). 

Kilauea is located within the Hawaii Volcanoes 

National Park, which is a 45-minute drive from the airport. The park is accessible via rental car, bicycle, or 

public transportation (read: bus). Please visit their website for more detailed directions. 

The park is open 24 hours a day, year round, including all major holidays. The visitor center is open from 9:00 

PM until 5:00 PM. Passes may be purchased at the entrance station or at the Visitor Center for $12-$25, 

depending on your mode of transportation. Visitors can enjoy camping, hiking, biking, and educational tours. 

I’ve Arrived! Where Do I Stay? 

Hawaii Life Vacation Rentals: Hawaii Life specializes in vacation rental services. With several local offices and 

friendly real estate agents, you can be sure to find the vacation home best suited for you. For example, Hale 

O’hia Lehua is a 3 bedroom/2 bathroom home that is conveniently near Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 

Volcano Country Cottages offers rooms that are a few miles from the park. The buildings are within walking 

distance of other tourism destinations. Fun fact: the cottages utilize solar panels to generate their own 

electricity. Prices start at $130 per night.  



Volcano Village Lodge consists of five different homes that each have their own special character. The hotel 

comes highly recommended by the Conde Nast Travel Guide and Trip Advisor. The Lodge sets itself apart by 

maintaining real-time lava updates. Prices start at $300 per night. 

The Volcano Inn offers rooms at the summit of Mount Kilauea. The Inn is perfect for those wanting to be close 

to the action! It is tucked away in a rainforest at an elevation of 4,000 feet. Be prepared to dress in layers as 

the temperatures tend to fluctuate. Prices start at $150 per night. 

Please note that reservation pricing may vary depending on the season. 

Your Next Journey 

Be sure to visit Kilauea’s volcanic siblings; each is unique in their history and legends. If time allows, hop on 

over to Maui, Oahu, Kauai, and Lanai. Each island has their own charm in welcoming you as “Ohana” (family). 

Looking for something more permanent on the Big Island? There are thousands of homes for sale on the 

island. The task of finding the perfect fit for your family can seem daunting. Have no fear, Jan is here…Ta da! 

Jan Nores of Hawaii Life Real Estate Brokers has over 30 years of experience in the real estate business. With a 

personal touch and an excellent eye for quality property, she is your go-to agent for buying the house of your 

dreams. Please visit her personal website for more information. 

There is something for everyone in the Aloha State! 

 


